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And above the firmament that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance
of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was a likeness as the appearance of a man

upon it above.
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Seek not out the things that are too hard for thee, neither search the things that are above thy
strength. But what is commanded thee, think thereupon with reverence; for it is not needful for thee

to see with thine eyes the things that are in secret?.
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Everyone who knows the measure of the Creator is sure to be a son of the World to Come,
and will be saved from the punishment of Gehinnom, and from all kind of punishments and
evil decrees about to befall the world, and will be saved from all kind of witchcraft, for He
saves us, protects us, redeems us, and rescues me from all evil things, from all harsh
decrees, and from all kinds of punishments for the sake of His Great Name.” Shiur Qomah
1:2
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It once happened that a pious man gave a denarius to a a bagger on the
new year eve in the time of drought. His wife upbraided him so he went and
spent the night in the cemetery. He heard two spirits conversing. One said
to the other come friend let us wonder in the world and hear behind the
curtain, what visitation is to befall the world. The other spirit replied |
cannot because | am buried in a matting of reeds. But do you go and report
me what you hear. She went and having wandered about, returned. The
other asked, what did you hear friend, behind the curtain? She replied |
heard that if one sows in the first rainfall the hail will smite it. This man
there upon went and sowed in the second rainfall. The hail destroyed
everybody’s crops but not his. The following year he spent the new year’s
night in the cemetery, and heard the same two spirits conversing. One said
to the other come let us wonder in the world and hear behind the curtain
what visitation is to befall the World? The spirit replied have | not told you
friend that | cannot because | am buried in a matting of the reeds? But do
you go and come and tell me what you hear? She went and wandered about
and returned the other spirit asked what did you hear behind the curtain
that if one sows the second rainfall it be smitten by the blast. This man
went and sowed the first rainfall. What everybody else sowed was smitten
by the blast, but not his. His wife asked him, how is that last year every
bodies crop was destroyed by hail, but not yours and this year everybody’s

crop is blasted except yours? He told her the whole story19

Order Zeraim, Berachoth 18b *°
o Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 284-285
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Zeiri left a some of money incharge of his land lady. During the time he went to the school of
his master and returned, she died. He followed her to the cemetery and asked her where is
the money? She replied go and take it from beneath the door’s socket in such and such place
and tell my mother to send my comb and tube of eye paint through so-and-so who will
arrive here tomorrow?°.
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The father of Samuel was entrusted with some money belonging to orphans at the time he passed
away, Samuel was not with him. People called after him, son of consumer of the orphans’ money. He
went after his father to the cemetery and said to them, | want Abba. They replied there are many of
that name here. He said to them, | want Abba, the father of Samuel where is he? They answered he

Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 286°°
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has gone up to the heavenly seminary where the Torah is studied. In the meantime he noticed a
former colleague named Lev, who was seated a part. He asked him, why do you sit a part? Why have
you not gone up to the heavenly seminary? He replied | was told, the number of years you did not
attend the seminary of R. Aphes, and caused him grief on that account, he will not permit you ascend
to the heavenly seminary. In the meanwhile his father arrived and Samuel noticed that he wept and
laughed. He said to him why do you weep? He answered because you will soon come here. And why
do you laugh? Because you are very highly esteemed, let them allow Levi to enter and they
permitted him to enter. He asked his father, where is the orphans money? He replied go and take it
from the enclosure of the mill. The upper and lower sums of money belong to us. The middle sum
belongs to the orphans. He asked his father why did you act in this manner. He replied should thieves
come to steal they would steal ours. Should the earth destroy, it would destroy ours?..,
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A tradition exist to the effect that the sufferers in Gehinnom enjoyed a respite every
Sabbath. It is mentioned in a dialogue between the Roman governor, Tineius Rufus and R.
Akiba?2. The Roman asked, how is the Sabbath different from any other day? The Rabbi
retorted, how are you a Roman official different from any other man? Rufus said the
Emperor was pleased to honour me; and Akiba replied: Similarly the Holy One the blessed

Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 286-287°"
’? R. Akiva (d. 135 AD)
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be He, was pleased to honour the Sabbath. How can you How can you prove that to me?
Behold the river Sabbatyon carries stones as it flows all the days of the week but it rests on
Sabbath. To a distant place you lead me! Akiba said, Behold a necromancer can prove it
because the dead ascend all the days of the week but not on Sabbath. You can test my
statement by your father. Later on Rufus had occasion to call up his father’s spirit. It
ascended everyday of the week but not on Sabbath. On Sunday he caused him to ascend
and asked, have you become a Jew since your death? Why did you come up every day of the
week but on the Saturday? He replied Whoever does not observed the Sabbath with you on
Earth does so voluntarily, but here he is compelled to keep the Sabbath.?.
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Who wishes to perceive their footprints should take sifted ashes and sprinkle them around
his bed. In a morning he will see something resembling the footprints of cock. Who wishes to
see them should take ....... Roast it in fire, pulverize it then fill his eyes with it and he will see
them.. rabbi did that.. °.
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3 Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 382
** Order Zeraim, Berachoth, 69

25 Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen, Schoken Publishers, 1995, pg 262
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How favoured is man, seeing that he was created in the image! as it is said, 'For in the image,
0°37% made man"" (Genesis 9:6)
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?® The Great Angel by Margaret Barker, pg 146
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In the beginning was the Word?®, and the Word was near?® God, and the Word was Divine™®.
This one was in the beginning with God; All things were made through him and without him

% The word Aéyog (Logos) in John: 1- 4, is translated as Word or Kalimah. Also means
cause, reason or speech.

*% Truth in translation, Accuracy and Bias in English translations of the New Testament
by Jason David BeDuhn, pg 129

% Truth in translation, Accuracy and Bias in English translations of the New Testament
by Jason David BeDuhn, University Press of America, Inc., 2003; BeDuhn has showed
that the correct translation is Word was Divine not the Word was God. In almost all
translation in English for this verse it is said that the Word was God. Christians
rendered the meaning to imply the divinity of Jesus and translated it wrongly. Allah
said Jesus is Kalima-tullah i.e. Word of Allah. In Islam that Word means the command of

Allah, which indicates His Absolute Power that He created Jesus out of nothing in the
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was not anything created. That was created in him was life®! and that life was the light for
humankind®.,
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God speaks word that make things come into existence. So Word is God’s
creative Power and plan and activity34.
%f})’dﬁj}’&g‘&}dﬁﬁﬁﬂ.u:lquﬁ).g};?’c_gf%ﬂifi.’ﬁ
I‘meuﬁw:t.,gw.‘amffqiuﬁﬁu!wf%,,x»u?
And the Word became flesh, and moved his tent in among us, and we

beheld his glory, the glory as of an only begotten from a Father, full of grace

and truth
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womb of Virgin Mary peace be upon her. Allah had created earlier Adam peace be upon

him with command as well.

o Early Manuscripts and Modern Translation of New Testament by Philip Wesley

Comfort, Wipf and Stock Publishers, 1990

3 http://bibletranslation.ws/trans/johnwgrk.pdf
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>* Truth in translation, Accuracy and Bias in English translations of the New Testament

by Jason David BeDuhn, pg 129
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33 Arianism is the teaching attributed to Arius (ca. AD 250-336). According to Arius
Jesus was created and not present from the very beginning. He was concerned about
the relationship of God to the Jesus of Nazareth. Arius asserted that the Son of God was
a subordinate entity to God the Father. Arius was deemed as a heretic by the

Ecumenical First Council of Nicaea of 325.
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This story was told us by Abba Basil, priest of the monastery of the Byzantines. When | was
with Abba Gregory the Patriarch at Theoupolis, Abba Cosmas the Eunuch of the Larva of
Pharon came from Jerusalem. The man was most truly a monk, orthodox and of great zeal,
with no small knowledge of the scriptures. After being there a few days, the elder died.
Wishing to honour his remains, the patriarch ordered that he should be buried at a spot in
the cemetery where a Bishop lay. Two days later | came to kiss the elder grave a poor man
stricken with paralysis was lying on the top of the tomb, begging alms of those who came
into the church. When this poor man saw me making three prostrations and offering the
priestly prayer, he said to me: O Abba this was needed a great elder, sir, whom you buried
here three days ago. | answered how do you know that. He told me | was paralysed for
twelve years and through this elder the Lord cured me. When | am distressed, he comes and
comforts me, granting me relief. And you are about to hear yet another strange thing about

this elder ever since you buried him at night calling and saying to the bishop Touch me not,
stay away, come not near, thou heretic and enemy of Truth and of the holy catholic Church
of God. Having heard this from the man cured from his paralysis, | went and repeated it to
the patriarch, | besought that most holy man to let us take the body of the elder and lay it in
another tomb. Then the patriarch said to me believe me my child Abba Cosmos will suffer no
hurt from the heretic. This has all come about that the virtue and zeal of the elder might
become known to us after his departure from this world also that the doctrine of bishop
should be revealed to us so that we not hold him to have been one of the orthodox®.

% Spiritual Meadow (Pratum Sprituale) by John Moschos, published Cistercian

Publications, pg 31-32

-33-



XL/Ld/ffgl_mﬁyﬁu*’;,guﬁ%_ébLufKLDLEJGJuy}?JJg(J”gglu:"&u/d
L7L(:¢J4LJ/J(UQKU}{ZD)D/UZ:uizﬁ(gy//&"—//;&g;]gf‘i)l/u/[gl:hl.a?
D&y 2l nid,F u}z’cm’éﬂuﬁ»,Oﬁ,iagf’@u‘%u,gd%‘ﬁu-
ungg;ﬁ;a‘._mﬁﬂyjﬂféé./afu/;ggJw-@g;smuﬁubgwéa‘.@
A il b LI = 8 A STt ol ss- g bl o 5f DIk U 04
IobsZ SesnZ S e L ST o BBl e Uy & T AR 70015 4
St S oW g st L i L e ife £50
2 L LGk FJea gt e AL 1P E P b Szt
E1 il /G S 2 e T untndb 23U b Sl bt e four
:/c‘_l{'/us;ulf:,[&’/[u’d‘._;74;;«3'5J>'U3L153&l:%f;b‘{ffd/u.guﬁ;/l‘,
.LLU?)K’k/}’@fvugﬂjg/}‘@;‘ﬁaﬁ,f@’“i&f%/"‘lg}f/»u‘?&:{[g{uzijg
/L/uﬁug'c'_gﬂfd/ué/lf/;l&’lu“gz:.?Quﬁ/uicdﬂé_l;ﬁ_nw/fcésu’f
Gt S g S B AL S 2 o F ot e L,
ot & 2bs§uleanteh PSS i Seind fae g e S oot D83 =
G ARk e L g

C)JD}JEUJ’JL&LLQF”&"VQMULZZy/o/})g,:/ﬁc’c'._gf}/‘"}/.}‘p/}’gfpb}z

BAvYY!

| went into sepulchre and stripped the corpse of its all clothes except for a single shroud. As |
was leaving the sepulchre, my evil habits said to me Take the shroud too its worth the
trouble. So wretch that | am | turned back and remove the shroud from the corpse, leaving it
naked. At which point the dead sat up before and stretched out his hands towards me with
his fingers he clawed my face and plucked out both my eyes. | cravenly left all behind and
fled from the sepulchre, badly hurt and chilled with horror?°,
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*® gpiritual Meadow (Pratum Sprituale) by John Moschos, published Cistercian

Publications, pg 60
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There was an anchorite in these mountains, a great man in the eyes of God who survived for
many years on the natural vegetation which could be found there. He is died in a certain
small cave and we did not know, for we imagined that he had gone away to another
wilderness place. One night in this anchorite appeared to our present father, that good and
gentle shepherd, Abba Julian, as he slept, saying to him, Take some men and go, take me up
from the place where | am lying, up on the mountain called the Deer. So our father took
some brethren and went up into the mountain of which he had spoken. We sought for many
hours but we did not come across the remains of the anchorite. With the passage of time,
the entrance to the cave in which he lay had been covered over by shrubs and snow. As we
found nothing Abba said Come children Let us go down and just as we were about to return,
a deer approached and came to stand still some little distance from us. She began to dig in
the earth with her hooves. When our father saw this he said to us believe me children that is
where the servant of god is buried. We dug there and found his relics intact
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Our holy father, Abba George.... told us: When | was about to build the church saint Kerykos
at Phasaelis they dug the foundations of the church and a monk, very much an ascetic,
appeared to me in my sleep. He wore a tunic of sack-cloth and on his shoulders an over
garment made of rushes. In a gentle voice he said to me tell me Abba George Did it really
seem just to you, sir, that after so many labour and so much endurance | should be left
outside, the church you are building? Out of respect for the worth of the elder, | said to him:
who in fact are you, sir? | am Peter the grazer of the Jordan. | arose at dawn and enlarged
the plan of the church. As | dug | found his corpse lying there just | had seen him in my sleep.

*1 Spiritual Meadow (Pratum Sprituale) by John Moschos, published Cistercian

Publications, pg 67-68
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When the oratory was built | constructed a handsome monument in the right hand aisle, and
there | interred him?2,
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| have found it written that blessed Leo who become primate of the church of the Romans,
remained at the tomb of apostle Peter for forty days exercising himself in fasting and prayer
invoking the apostle Peter to intercede with God fro him that his faults might be pardoned.
When forty days were fulfilled, the apostle Peter appeared to him saying | prayed for you, and
your sins are forgiven except for those of ordinations. This alone will be asked of you whether
you did well, or not, in the ordaining those whom you ordained*
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We encountered Abba John the Persian at the Larva of Monidia and told us this about
George the Great, the most blessed bishop of Rome. | went to Rome at the tomb of most
blessed apostles, Peter and Paul. One day when | was standing in the city center the | saw
Pope Gregory* was going to pass by. | had it in mind to prostrate myself before him. The

. Spiritual Meadow (Pratum Sprituale) by John Moschos, published Cistercian

Publications, pg 74-75
*3 Spiritual Meadow (Pratum Sprituale) by John Moschos, published Cistercian
Publications, pg 122

“ Pope Gregory the Great was Pope of Christians from 590 AD (34 BH) to 604 AD (19
BH). Therefore he was the Pope in the life time of Prophet before our Holy Prophet

peace be upon him become Messenger of Allah. After Pope Gregory, Pope Sabinian
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attendants of Pope began saying to me, one by one. Abba, do not prostrate yourself. But |
could not understand why they had said that to me, certainly it seems improper for me not
to prostrate myself. When the Pope near and perceived that | was about to prostrate myself
— the Lord is witness brethren- he prostrated himself down and refused to rise until he got
up. He embraced me with great humility handed me three piece of gold, and ordered me to
be given a monastic cloth, stipulating that all my needs to be taken care of. So | glorified
God who had given him such humility towards every body, such generosity with alms and
such love®.
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When we were in Alexandria we visit Abba Theodoulos who was at the church of Saint
Sophia holy wisdom by the Lighthouse. He told us: It was in the community of our saintly
father Theodoulos which is in the wilderness of the city of Christ our God that | renounced
the World there | met a great elder named Christopher, a Roman by race. One day | prostrated
myself before him and said of your charity Abba tell how you have spent your life from
youth up | persisted in my request and because he knew | was making it for the benefit of my
soul. He told me saying When | renounced the World child | was full of ardour for monastic
way of life. By day | would carefully observe the rule of prayer and at night | would go to
pray in the cave where the saintly Theodoulos and the other holy fathers are buried. As | went
down into the cave | would make a hundred prostrations to God at each step: there were
eighteen steps. Having gone down all the steps, | would stay there until they struck the wood
at which time | would come back up for the regular office. After ten years spent in that way
with fastings and continence and physical labour, one night | came as usual to go down into
the cave. After | had performed my prostrations on each step, as | was about to set foot on the
floor of the cave | felt into the trance. | saw the entire floor of the cave covered with lamps,
some of which were lit and some were not. | also saw two men, wearing mantles and clothed
in white, who tended those lamps. | asked them why they had set those lamps out in such way

took the office of Pope from 604 AD till 606 AD. Pope Honorious hold office from
(625 AD, 3 AH) till (638 AD, 17AH)
*> Spiritual Meadow (Pratum Sprituale) by John Moschos, published Cistercian

Publications, pg 124
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that we could not go down and pray. They replied: These are the lamps of the fathers. | spoke
to them again: Why some of them lit while others are not? Again they answered those who
wished to do so lit there own lamps. Then | said to them: Of your charity is my lamp lit or
not? Pray they said and we will light it. Pray | immediately retorted and what | have been
doing until now? With these words | returned to my senses and, and when | turned round,
there was not a person to be seen. Then | said to myself Christopher , if you want to be saved,
then yet greater effort is required. At dawn | left monastery and went to Mount Sinai. | had
nothing with me but the clothes | stood up in, after | had spent fifty years of monastic
endeavours. There, a voice came to me Christopher, go back to your community in which you
fought in the good fight so that you may die with your fathers.*.
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*® Spiritual Meadow (Pratum Sprituale) by John Moschos, published Cistercian

Publications, pg 82-83
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Ibrahim bin Adham, Abu Ishaque, from Bulkh, belonged to royal family went out for hunting
and heard a voice, woke up from his sleep left the way of worldly adoration, turned towards
the way of asceticism and piety and went to Makkah and stayed among people of Sufyan Al-
Thori and Al-Fadeel bin Ayaz and entered Syria and acted there and ate (earned)by hand
work.
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When you come to know yourselves, then you will become known, and you will redlize that it
isyou who are the sons of living father. But if you will not know yourselves, you will dwell in
poverty (i.e. material world/body)>°
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Coptic Gospel of Thomas, Nag Hammadi Librray, discovered in 1945*°

>0 Saying 42, Coptic Gospel of Thomas, From book Lost Chrittianities by Bart D.

Eherman, Oxford University Press, 2003
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