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Moses: “Dost thou not know that | am the son of Amram, that came
circumcised out of my mother’s womb, that at the age of three days not
only walked, but even talked with my parents, that took no milk from my
mother until she received her pay from Pharaoh’s daughter? When | was
three months old, my wisdom was so great that | made prophecies and said,
‘I shall hereafter from God’s right hand receive the Torah.” At the age of six
months | entered Pharaoh’s palace and took off the crown from his head.
When | was eighty years old, | brought the ten plagues upon Pharaoh and
the Egyptians, slew their guardian angel, and led the sixty myriads of Israel
out of Egypt. | then clove the sea into twelve parts, led Israel through the
midst of them, and drowned the Egyptians in the same, and it was not thou
that took their souls, but I. It was I, too, that turned the bitter water into
sweet, that mounted into heaven, and there spoke face to face with God! |
hewed out two tables of stone, upon which God at my request wrote the
Torah. One hundred and twenty days and as many nights did | dwell in
heaven, where | dwelled under the Throne of Glory; like an angel during all
this time | ate no bread and drank no water. | conquered the inhabitants of
heaven, made known there secrets to mankind, received the Torah from
God’s right hand, and at His command wrote six hundred and thirteen
commandments, which | then taught to Israel. | furthermore waged war
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against the heroes of Sihon and Og, that had been created before the flood
and were so tall that the waters of the flood did not even reach their ankles.
In battle with them | bade sun and moon to stand still, and with my staff
slew the two heroes. Where, perchance, is there in the world a mortal who
could do all this? How darest thou, wicked one, presume to wish to seize
my pure soul that was given me in holiness and purity by the Lord of
holiness and purity? Thou hast no power to sit where I sit, or to stand where
| stand. Get thee hence, | will not give thee my soul.”

S (Ko G iy g U o ok 445 53 o IS oy 5 A gl p 285
N A SIS utly Sl 35" 2 7 0y slor s

Samael now drew his sword out of its sheath and in a towering fury betook
himself to Moses, saying, “Either | shall kill him or he shall kill me.” When
Moses perceived him he arose in anger, and with his staff in his hand, upon
which was engraved the Ineffable Name, set about to drive Samael away.
Samael fled in fear, but Moses pursued him, and when he reached him, he
struck him with his staff, blinded him with the radiance of his face, and then
let him run on, covered with shame and confusion. He was not far from
killing him, but a voice resounded from heaven and said, “Let him live,
Moses, for the world is in need of him,” so Moses had to content himself
with Samael’s chastisement.
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Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
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His height? — And | will make you go upright — komemiuth (Lev. xxvi, 13). R.
Hiyya taught: That means,

with an erect bearing, fearing no creature. R. Judan said : It indicates a height
of one hundred cubits. R. Simeon
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said : Two hundred. R. Eleazar b. R. Simeon said : Three hundred. Whence do
we know it? From the word

' komemiuth ' : komah implies one hundred cubits, while miuth implies [another] two hundred cubits. 2 R.
Abbahu

said: Nine hundred cubits.
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