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All the praise be to Allah, we seek his help
and apologize to him and find refuge in him

from the mischief of ourselves and whom
Allah guided none can mislead him and

whom he sent astray none can guide him
and I witness that there is no God except

Allah and that Muhammad is his slave and
prophet.

One of the deception in which Iblis had
put previous nations is that the Allah
is unapproachable. He is not listening
to the prayers and one must seek some
other means to approach him. Even to-
day Iblis inspires people that:

Don’t you see that when you move up
in a building you use stairs, so there
is a medium we need. The best way
to approach Allah is through the dead
saints as they have acquired holiness
while they lived among us. Definitely
they are close to Allah and we are not.

So intercession or Wasilah has become
one of the reasons of people going to
graves. They go there with the belief
that dead is hearing and if we request
them they would present our prayers to
our Lord.

Noah’s nation and saints
Allah informed us in Quran that Prophet
Nuh peace be upon him called his na-
tion towards Allah and denial of Taghoot
for 950 years but the nation of Prophet
Noah had made up the belief that if they
seek intercession of their holy-ones then
Allah would listen them.
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And they have said: ’You shall not leave
your gods, nor shall you leave Wadd, nor
Suwa’, nor Yaghuth, nor Ya’uq, nor Nasr

After the destruction of Noah’s na-
tion, Iblis deceived the people again

and inspires them about these saints.
Once again the saints and holy people
were worshipped as deities specially in
Phoenicia (Syria).

Pagans of Arabia and deities
Arabs traders bought these idols in
Makkah to be placed in holy Kaba. Kaba
being a holy sanctuary for all Arabia
become the hub of all kind of activities
whether political, financial or economical
and religious. Every tribe was allowed
to place its idol in Kaba. At one point in
time Kaba contains 360 idols excluding
the wall images of deities.

Pagans of Arabia also used to wor-
ship Prophet Ibrahim and they depicted
him like a soothsayer. It is reported in
Bukhari (Volume 4, Book 55, Number
570) that on day of conquest of Makkah,
Prophet entered the Kaba.

Narrated Ibn Abbas: The Prophet
entered the Ka’ba and found in it the pic-
tures of (Prophet) Abraham and Mary.
On that he said’ "What is the matter
with them ( i.e. Quraish)? They have
already heard that angels do not enter
a house in which there are pictures; yet
this is the picture of Abraham. And why
is he depicted as practicing divination by
arrows?"

During the life time of Messenger of
Allah peace be upon him, intercession
was a prevalent practice. Bukhari has
reported that:
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Ibn Abbas narrated that The idols
of nation of Noah were spread among
Arabs- Wadd was for Banu-Kalb at
Douma-tul-Jandal, Suwa was for Huzail
and Yagooth was for Bani Ghutaif at Jurf
near Saba and Yaooque was for Ham-
dan and Nasr was for Himyar-from the
lineage of Zil-Kala they were the righ-
teous people of Noah’s nation, when they
died Satan inspired their nation to erect
monuments at their meeting places and
named these accordingly and they did
that and they were not worshiped until
they died and the knowledge is forgot-
ten.

So these deities were not the fictitious
creatures but in fact they lived on earth
and were holy people or saints. Pagans
said that they are worshipping them be-
cause they do intercession to Allah. Thus
for them these are not in fact really god
per se but they knew that they were the
holy people. Allah informed us in surah
Az-Zumr:
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Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and
the obedience) is for Allah only. And
those who take Auliya’ besides Him

(say): "We worship them only that they
may bring us near to Allah." Verily,

Allah will judge between them
concerning that wherein they differ.

Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar,
and a disbeliever

What ever reverence they were show-
ing to their deities is called worship by

Allah. For pagans, Allah was indeed the
true Lord of Universe. They were stuck
to the religion of their fore-fathers and
had no evidence that what they were

claiming is truth. Pagans claimed that
these dieties are our intercessors.

In surah Younis 18 it is informed that
pagans say:
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And they worship besides Allah things
that hurt them not, nor profit them, and

they say: "These are our intercessors
with Allah." Say: "Do you inform Allah

of that which He knows not in the
heavens and on the earth?" Glorified

and Exalted be He above all that which
they associate as partners with Him!

Allah denied this in surah Al-Baqarah
186, and clearly instructed us to seek
Him without intercession or a mediaries:
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And when My slaves ask you (O
Muhammad ) concerning Me, then

(answer them), I am indeed near (to
them by My Knowledge). I respond to
the invocations of the supplicant when
he calls on Me (without any mediator or
intercessor). So let them obey Me and
believe in Me, so that they may be led

aright.
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Jews and veneration of saints
and prophets

Israelites too were forbidden to practice
dead worship but they often departed
from God’s injunctions and participated
in such practices (1 Samuel 28:1). They
were specifically warned in the Bible nei-
ther to offer to the dead (Deuteronomy
18: 9-12; 26:14) nor to consult the dead
in an effort to learn the future (Isaiah
8:19; Isaiah 65:4). Such acts were consid-
ered grave sins by the prophets and a re-
bellion from God’s Will and were strongly
forbidden (Deuteronomy 18: 9-14). De-
spite these clear warnings the Jewish
book of traditions, Talmud (200-600 A.D)
records numerous instances where peo-
ple visited the graves and even spoke
with the dead persons .

The tombs of Prophet Abraham and
Sarah in Jerusalem; Ezekiel in Keffil,
Iraq; Ezra in Basra, Iraq; and Daniel in
Susa, Iran are few examples which are
still venerated by Jews

Christians and intercession
through saints

A book by John Moschos (ca. 550-619
AD) inform us on the prevalent practice
of veneration of saints and their graves
by Christian during Prophet’s lifetime.
The following stories were written by
Hohn Moschos (ca. 550-619 AD) in his
book Pratum Spirituale:

This story was told us by Abba Basil,
priest of the monastery of the Byzantines.
When I was with Abba Gregory the Patri-
arch at Theoupolis, Abba Cosmas the Eu-
nuch of the Larva of Pharon came from
Jerusalem. The man was most truly a
monk, orthodox and of great zeal, with
no small knowledge of the scriptures. Af-
ter being there a few days, the elder died.
Wishing to honour his remains, the patri-
arch ordered that he should be buried at
a spot in the cemetery where a Bishop lay.
Two days later I came to kiss the elder

grave a poor man stricken with paralysis
was lying on the top of the tomb, beg-
ging alms of those who came into the
church. When this poor man saw me
making three prostrations and offering
the priestly prayer, he said to me: O Abba
this was needed a great elder, sir, whom
you buried here three days ago. I an-
swered how do you know that. He tolde
me I was paralysed for twelve years and
through this elder the Lord cured me.
When I am distressed, he comes and com-
forts me, granting me relief. And you are
about to hear yet another strange thing
about this elder ever since you buried him
at night calling ans saying to the bishop
Touch me not, stay away, come not near,
thou heretic and enemy of Truth and of
the holy catholic Church of God. Having
heard this from the man cured from his
paralysis, I went and repeated it to the
patriarch, I besought that most holy man
to let us take the body of the elder and lay
it in another tomb. Then the patriarch
said to me believe me my child Abba Cos-
mos will suffer no hurt from the heretic.
This has all come about that the virtue
and zeal of the elder might become known
to us after his departure from this world
also that the doctrine of bishop should be
revealed to us so that we not hold him to
have been one of the orthodox.

John Moschos along with his master
Sophronios went to a place in Aleandria
where me met a blind man, who told
them the story of how he become blind

I went into sepulchre and stripped the
corpse of its all clothes except for a sin-
gle shroud. As I was leaving the sepul-
chre, my evil habits said to me Take the
shroud too its worth the trouble. So
wretch that I am I turned back and re-
move the shroud from the corpse, leaving
it naked. At which point the dead sat
up before and stretched out his hands
towards me with his fingers he clawed
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my face and plucked out both my eyes. I
cravenly left all behind and fled from the
sepulchre, badly hurt and chilled with
horror. Now I too have told I cam to be
blind .

Not only that the dead saint guide and
inform about the location of his grave.

There was an anchorite in these moun-
tains, a great man in the eyes of God who
survived for many years on the natural
vegetation which could be found there.
He is died in a certain small cave and
we did not know, for we imagined that
he had gone away to another wilderness
place. One night in this anchorite ap-
peared to our present father, that good
and gentle shepherd, Abba Julian, as he
slept, saying to him, Take some men and
go, take me up from the place where I
am lying, up on the mountain called the
Deer. So our father took some brethren
and went up into the mountain of which
he had spoken. We sought for many hours
but we did not come across the remains
of the anchorite. With the passage of
time, the entrance to the cave in which
he lay had been covered over by shrubs
and snow. As we found nothing Abba
said Come children Let us go down and
just as we were about to return, a deer
approached and came to stand still some
little distance from us. She began to dig
in the earth with her hooves. When our
father saw this he said to us Believe me
children that is where the servant of god
is buried. We dug there and found his
relics intact.

In one story it is informed that the
church under construction is extended
to bring a grave into it on the request of
dead saint.

Our holy father, Abba George. . . . told
us: When I was about to build the church
saint Kerykos at Phasaelis they dug the
foundations of the church and a monk,
very much an ascetic, appeared to me in

my sleep. He wore a tunic of sack-cloth
and on his shoulders an over garment
made of rushes. In a gentle voice he said
to me tell me Abba George Did it really
seem just to you, sir, that after so many
labour and so much endurance I should
be left outside, the church you are build-
ing? Out of respect for the worth of the
elder, I said to him: who in fact are you,
sir? I am Peter the grazer of the Jordan.
I arose at dawn and enlarged the plan of
the church. As I dug I found his corpse ly-
ing there just I had seen him in my sleep.
When the oratory was built I constructed
a handsome monument in the right hand
aisle, and there I interred him.

There was a practice among Christian
that they spent forty days at grave of a
saint to persuade him to do intercession
for them.

I have found it written that blessed
Leo who become primate of the church
of the Romans, remained at the tomb
of apostle Peter for forty days exercising
himself in fasting and prayer invoking
the apostle Peter to intercede with God fro
him that his faults might be pardoned.
When forty days were fulfilled, the apos-
tle Peter appeared to him saying I prayed
for you, and your sins are forgiven ex-
cept for those of ordinations. This alone
will be asked of you whether you did well,
or not, in the ordaining those whom you
ordained.

Prophet’s instruction at
deathbed

It is clear that the Jews, pagans and
Christians during the lifetime of the
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Prophet were venerating the saints and
main reason for that was intercession.
They assumed that when they go to
grave and speak with the dead saint, the
saint would hear and do intercession for
them. It is reported in Bukhari, Volume
1, Book 8, Number 427 that Narrated
’Aisha and ’Abdullah bin ’Abbas:

When the last moment of the life of Al-
lah’s Apostle came he started putting his
’Khamisa’ on his face and when he felt
hot and short of breath he took it off his
face and said, "May Allah curse the Jews
and Christians for they built the places of
worship at the graves of their Prophets."
The Prophet was warning (Muslims) of
what those had done.

Correct approach of
intercession and counter

arguments
In Quran Allah informed us that the
sons of Yaqoob peace be upon him asked
him to pray for them (surah Yousuf)
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They said: O our father! Ask forgiveness
(from Allah) for our sins, indeed we have

been sinners." He said: "I will ask my
Lord for forgiveness for you, verily He!
Only He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most

Merciful."

The brothers of Yusuf have sinned and
they asked Yaqoob peace be upon him to
pray for them. Yaqoob peace be upon him
was alive at that time and he prayed for
them but none of them had gone to grave
of Prophet Ibrahim peace be upon him
for intercession.

It is explained in the following hadith
reported in Bukhari.
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Narrated Anas that when there was
famine Umer bin Khattab ask Abbas bin
Abdul-Muttalib to pray for rain and said
O Allah We used to beseech thee to give
us water through our Prophet, (now) I
beseech thee through the uncle of our
Prophet to give us water for drinking.

And then Abbas led the prayer of Is-
tasqah and it rained. It is there allowed
to ask the saintly people to do interces-
sion but only in their lifetime.

Those who believe in intercession
from dead. Bring this verse for support
of claim.

Allah instructed Prophet in surah
Nisa 64 for the hypocrites:
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We sent no Messenger, but to be obeyed
by Allah’s Leave. If they (hypocrites),

when they had been unjust to
themselves, had come to you

(Muhammad ) and begged Allah’s
Forgiveness, and the Messenger had
begged forgiveness for them: indeed,

they would have found Allah
All-Forgiving (One Who accepts

repentance), Most Merciful.

According to believers in dead’s inter-
cession, this command is still valid and if
someone goes to Prophet’s gave and ask
for intercession then this is permissible.

Against this claim the scholars who
do not believe in intercession by dead say
that this was an early instruction. It is
reported in Bukhari, Volume 2, Book 23,
Number 360 that:

Narrated Jabir: The Prophet came
to (the grave of) ’Abdullah bin Ubai af-
ter his body was buried. The body was
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brought out and then the Prophet put
his saliva over the body and clothed it in
his shirt.

But Allah didn’t accept the prayer of
His Prophet and instructed him further
not to pray for hypocrites anymore. In
surah Taubah Allah said:
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And never (O Muhammad ) pray
(funeral prayer) for any of them

(hypocrites) who dies, nor stand at his
grave. Certainly they disbelieved in
Allah and His Messenger, and died

while they were disobedient to Allah.

Also those who believe in intercession
of dead, present the verse in surah al-
Maida 35 in which Allah commanded to
search for Wasila or means to approach
him:
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O you who believe! Do your duty to
Allah and fear Him. Seek the means of
approach to Him, and strive hard in His
Cause as much as you can. So that you

may be successful.

It is explained in Tafseer Tibiri that
means of approach are:

Abi Wail and Mujahid said: ÈAÔ«
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(Bukhari, Volume 8, Book 73, Num-
ber 5: ) Narrated Ibn ’Umar: Allah’s
Apostle said, "While three persons were
traveling, they were overtaken by rain
and they took shelter in a cave in a moun-
tain. A big rock fell from the mountain
over the mouth of the cave and blocked
it. They said to each other. ’Think of
such good (righteous) deeds which, you
did for Allah’s sake only, and invoke Al-
lah by giving reference to those deeds
so that Allah may relieve you from your
difficulty. one of them said, ’O Allah! I
had my parents who were very old and I
had small children for whose sake I used
to work as a shepherd. When I returned
to them at night and milked (the sheep),
I used to start giving the milk to my par-
ents first before giving to my children.
And one day I went far away in search of
a grazing place (for my sheep), and didn’t
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return home till late at night and found
that my parents had slept. I milked (my
livestock) as usual and brought the milk
vessel and stood at their heads, and I dis-
liked to wake them up from their sleep,
and I also disliked to give the milk to my
children before my parents though my
children were crying (from hunger) at my
feet. So this state of mine and theirs con-
tinued till the day dawned. (O Allah!) If
you considered that I had done that only
for seeking Your pleasure, then please let
there be an opening through which we
can see the sky.’ So Allah made for them
an opening through which they could see
the sky. Then the second person said,
’O Allah! I had a she-cousin whom I
loved as much as a passionate man love
a woman. I tried to seduce her but she re-
fused till I paid her one-hundred Dinars
So I worked hard till I collected one hun-
dred Dinars and went to her with that
But when I sat in between her legs (to
have sexual intercourse with her), she
said, ’O Allah’s slave! Be afraid of Allah
! Do not deflower me except legally (by
marriage contract). So I left her O Al-
lah! If you considered that I had done
that only for seeking Your pleasure then
please let the rock move a little to have
a (wider) opening.’ So Allah shifted that

rock to make the opening wider for them.
And the last (third) person said ’O Allah
! I employed a laborer for wages equal
to a Faraq (a certain measure: of rice,
and when he had finished his job he de-
manded his wages, but when I presented
his due to him, he gave it up and refused
to take it. Then I kept on sowing that
rice for him (several times) till managed
to buy with the price of the yield, some
cows and their shepherd Later on the
laborer came to me an said. ’(O Allah’s
slave!) Be afraid o Allah, and do not be
unjust to me an give me my due.’ I said
(to him). ’Go and take those cows and

their shepherd. So he took them and
went away. (So, O Allah!) If You con-
sidered that I had done that for seeking
Your pleasure, then please remove the
remaining part of the rock.’ And so Allah
released them (from their difficulty).

Therefore it is informed that there
are two ways of permissible intercession.
One may ask a noble and righteous per-
son to pray for him in the second ap-
proach one may beseech Allah through
calling His Mercy and referring to one
own good deeds done in the past. These
are the only two ways allowed for any
kind of intercession

Weak and Concocted
narration about Intercession

Forgiveness of Prophet Adam
Imam Hakim reported a narration in
Mustadrak:
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Narrated Umer bin Khattab that Mes-
senger of Allah peace be upon him said:
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When Adam committed the sin he said:
O Lord I beseech thee with the right of
Muhammad (on you) forgive me. Allah
said: O Adam and how do you know
about Muhammad, he is not created
(yet)? Adam said: O Lord as you created
me with your hand and breathed into me
soul from you I raised my head and saw
on the pillars of Throne written There
is no God but Allah and Muhammad is
His Messenger, there I knew that you did
not add your name (except) with the most
loved one. Allah said: You are right O
Adam he is the most loved one in creation,
you called me with his right so I forgive
you and if Muhammad is not there I
would not have created you! Hakim
said: This is hadith with Sahih sanad
and it is the first narration I quoted from
Abdur Rehamn bin Zaid bin Aslam in
this book. Dahabi said in noting: but it
is concocted (narration).

This is a concocted narration as it
is completely against Quran. Allah in-
formed us that there is a purpose in-
volved in creation, He said in surah Adh-
Dhariyat 56:
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And I (Allah) created not the jinns and
humans except they should worship Me
(Alone).

And in surah Al-Baqarah 37, Al-
lah informed that the words through
which Adam prayed were actually not
his words, but Adam learned those from
Allah:
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Then Adam received from his Lord
Words . And his Lord pardoned him (ac-
cepted his repentance). Verily, He is the
One Who forgives (accepts repentance),
the Most Merciful.

And in surah Al-Aaraf 23, Allah in-
formed us about those words:
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They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged
ourselves. If You forgive us not, and be-
stow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall
certainly be of the losers.

This narration contains narrator
ÕÎ�


@ 	áK. YK


	P 	áK.
	áÔgQË@ YJ.« who is declare Wadda i.e.

Concocts hadiths. he authentication of
Hakim is strange as in his another book
iJ
j�Ë@ úÍ@


É

	
gYÖÏ @ he said:

�
é«ñ

	
�ñÓ

�
IK
XAg


@ éJ
K.


@ 	á« øðP ÕÎ�


@ 	áK. YK


	P 	áK.
	áÔgQË@ YJ.«

éJ
Ê« AîD

	
¯ ÉÒmÌ'@

	
à

@
�
éª
	
J�Ë@ Éë


@ 	áÓ AêÊÓ


A
�
K 	áÓ úÎ« ù

	
®
	
m�'
 B

Abdur Rehamn bin Zaid bin Aslam nar-
rates from his father concocted narra-
tions and they are not hidden from those
who are people of this art (ilm ul hadith)
that the burden is on him.

It is stated in this narration that there
is written on the Throne: Muhammad is
his Messenger. Bukhari (Volume 9, Book
93, Number 501) has reported on what
is written near Throne:

Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet
said, "When Allah created the Creation,
He wrote in His Book–and He wrote
(that) about Himself, and it is placed
with Him on the Throne–’Verily My
Mercy overcomes My Anger.’

Blind man narration

Scholar who believe in intercession of
Prophet after his death also quote the
narration of Tirmidhi
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Uthman bin Hanif narrated that a
blind man came to Messenger of Allah
peace be upon him and said: Pray to Al-
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lah that He heals me. Prophet Said: If
you like I pray else you be patient that
is better for you. He said Pray. Prophet
commanded him to do ablution in a good
way and then (instructed blind man to)
pray with this supplication: O Allah I be-
seech thee and (turn my) face (towards)
thee through your Prophet Muhammad,
the Merciful Prophet, I (turn my) face (to-
wards) thee my Lord for the fulfilment
of my need O Allah (accept) his interces-
sion in this.

(Tirmidhi) said: This narration is
Hasan Sahih Gharib, don’t know with
other sanad except this one from the
hadith of Abi Jafar and he is not Al-
Khutami and Uthman bin Hanif is
brother of Sahal bin Hanif.

However others say he is Abu Jafar Al-
Khutami. Ibn Abi Hatim has discussed
this narration in Illal Hadith juz2, pg
190:
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Ibn-Habban said in Al-Majroheen in
discussion on �
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àñ« juz 2 , pg 197 that

Abu Jafar is Al-Khutami
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Tirmidhi had differed with conclu-
sion of Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn-Habban.
Bukhari said in Tahreek Tabeer in dis-
cussion on é
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Bukhari cleared that people have
made the narrator Abu Jafar Al-
Khutami, who lived at Basra and then
quoted another sanad which indicate
that Abu Jafar was from Medinah.
Bukhari thus showed that there is con-
fusion about this narrator. The word of
Bukhari (so they made him a person
from Basra) indicate that he meant that
there is confusion in understanding who
the real narrator is.

In Marifatul-Sahabah,
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is quoted with the sanad in which it is
called that Abu Jafar was Al-Madni.
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If the narrator as repoted by Abi
Naeem Al-Isbahani is Abu Jafar al-
Madni then he is very weak narrator.

Some say that he is Abu Jafar Al-
Khutami, if this is true then his name is
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But Bukhari said in Al-Kunna that
the person with name Umar bin Yazid
bin Umair had the nickname Abu Jaada
not Abu Jafar:
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Ibn Hajar said in Taqreeb al-Tahzeeb
in discussion on Abu-Jafar Al-Khutami,
juz 8, pg 134
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I say: and Abul Hasan ibn Al-Madini
said he is from Medinah and arrive at
Basra and there is no narration reported
by people of Medinah from him and they
not even recognize him.

Therefore the fact of the matter is that
there is a lot confusion among hadith
scholars on who this person his. It is bet-
ter to discard this confusing narration.

Content wise this narration is not
clear as the blind man has first ask
the Prophet for prayer for him, which
Prophet actually denied. Further
Prophet peace be upon him instructed
him to pray for himself. It was not the
sunnah of Prophet peace be upon him
to instruct people to pray themselves
with his name in prayer. It is reported
in Bukhari Volume 7, Book 70, Number
555:

Narrated ’Ata bin Abi Rabah: Ibn
’Abbas said to me, "Shall I show you a
woman of the people of Paradise?" I said,
"Yes." He said, "This black lady came
to the Prophet and said, ’I get attacks
of epilepsy and my body becomes uncov-
ered; please invoke Allah for me.’ The
Prophet said (to her), ’If you wish, be pa-
tient and you will have (enter) Paradise;
and if you wish, I will invoke Allah to
cure you.’ She said, ’I will remain pa-
tient,’ and added, ’but I become uncov-
ered, so please invoke Allah for me that
I may not become uncovered.’ So he in-
voked Allah for her."

It is reported in Bukhari that on the
day of battle of Khaybar :

Allah’s Apostle asked, "Where is ’Ali?"
He was told that ’Ali was suffering
from eye-trouble, so he (Prophet) applied
saliva to his eyes and invoked Allah to

cure him.
Here Prophet had not said to the

woman suffering with epilepsy to do sup-
plication herself with formula containing
his name. He prayed for her. Similarly
Prophet invoked Allah for Ali. The blind
man narration is thus against the Sahih
hadith or sunnah of Prophet.

Therefore the correct way to invoke
Allah is through his Mercy and that is
what Prophet Adam did according to
Quran. May Allah guide us towards His
Mercy and Heavens!


